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COMOX VALLEY

COALITION TO
END
HOMELESSNESS

WHO WE ARE

The Comox Valley Coalition to end
Homelessness is a collective of 22 member
agencies who plan, coordinate, recommend,
advocate for, and implement community
responses to homelessness.

HOW WE DO IT

* We work within a continuum of housing
options

e We believe in the power of collaboration
and partnership

e We use a preventative, client centered
approach

e We use our platform to educate, increase
public awareness, and build community.



HOUSING IN THE COMOX VALLEY

Affordable housing needs in the Comox Valley are rapidly changing. The
following data from the 2018 Vital Signs Report highlights some of the ways in
which homelessness and affordable housing have changed over the years.

Increaseg efforts to

reduce homelessness

-~
n the Comox Valley

The Coalition to End

2. More subsidizec
Homelessness belioves Aore subsidized

nousINg uMits

Increased number of

M’akola Housing, the City of Courtenay, CVRD

and BC Housing for working together

-Andrea Cupell, Coordinator for the Comox

Valley Coalition to End Homelessness

of renter households of renter households
spend 30% or more spend 50% or more
of their income of their income
on housing 30% on housing 50%
| 2 bed \
B 7 2.0% 3

Vancouver |sland 1,823 2,831 55.3%

B
— 1)
e

8C 12,543 17,423 38.9%



As the person in our

e

organization who writes
HOMELESS COUNT 2018 Absolute funding proposals
Homelessness ¥ S
] 117 S Gehiad is l use th? Vital Signs
individuals who Report in almost every
INDIVIDUALS are i:';"% ’:'ewb":‘ application. Without the information
ITRCNED i il rguo,- X in the Vital Signs Report, it would be
HOMELESSNESS AR OF PUNC 5453
faﬂ’:ws whczﬂ do much more difficult to make the case
:':;‘d:::::z ¢ for programs and services that enhance
8 OF WHOM EXPERIENCED ABSOLUTE HOMELESSNESS return to. the wellbeing of all members of our
community.
(1 ©) OF WHOM EXPERIENCED HIDDEN HOMELESSNESS onimur .
s T ~Anne Davis,
] o in:ludes ;h_ose Program Coordinator
m 290 were senioss (55+ vears oLo) ::::;o;:gg Comox Valley Transition Society
accommodations.

2018 Comox Valley Housing & Supports Contmuum

Ending Homelessness: Housing & Homelessness Strotegy g Y O jhy
03 a0 O
Homelessness Transitional i Affordable Affordable  Fyll Market
(Chronic & Emergency Supportive -~ Subsidized Low Cost e Ol
s it Mn_’m_’ sing s Housing — w_’w -)M-)M
10 29 61 736 185 16
units units units units units units
# Helpis just a call or click away with BC 2-1-1. EXTREME WEATHER RESPONSE SHELTER DATA
S This United Way-funded resource is a free

24/7 referral service providing information
on community, social, and government services. People
in central and northern Vancouver Island can access the
service by phone/text at 2-1-1 or online at bc211.ca.

In 2017, housing/homelessness was the most frequently
sought info.

&
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Housing is affordable in the Comox Valley

There are adequate efforts to reduce
homelessness in the Comox Valley

| have experienced difficulty in accessing
appropriate housing in the Comox Valley

- " COMOX VALLEY'S

" VitalSigns'2018

A PROJECT OF THE COMOX VALLEY CONMUNITY FOUNDATION

Find out more at cvcfoundation.org/vital-signs



AFFORDABLE HOUSING
CHALLENGES IN THE COMOX
VALLEY

Since 2015, the Coalition to End Homelessness has identified the following
challenges to acquiring affordable housing in the Comox Valley.

DEVELOPMENT RENTALS
e 3 municipalities and a regional e Low vacancy rates
district e Increasing rent prices
e Hot housing market impacted by e Renovictions
the mainland e Lack of purpose built rental
e Lack of housing options along the buildings
entire continuum e Vacation & short term rentals
e Lack of available land (Airbnbs)
e Roadblocks for developers e No student or worker residences
e Zoning challenges (NIC.Mt. Washington)
e NIMBYism

DEMOGRAPHICS

e Low incomes

e Unemployment

e Addictions

e Domestic violence

e Hidden homelessness
e Aging population




2019 Comox Valley Housing & Supports Continuum

Ending Homelessness: Housing & Homelessness Strategy Housing Affordability Housing Ownership

@, D D O
Hn(g:{':::?ss Emergency Supportive Transitional Subsidized Low Cost Affordable Afﬁ:::le Fl..ll-lll Market
Shelte Housing Housing g Market Rental ousing
TeansionD elters _’ Housing # Rental + Ownership +
- . .
40 09 6 730 185 18
Salvation MHSU Dawn to BC Housing BC Housing Habitat for
Comox Valley Ar Dawn 54 units - M'akela Housing 98 units - Humanity
! my . uni
S c“"‘"“"""ls"?m Pidcock Rjrun Hill 31 units 3 units -Lions Valla}r Wc:lshingfon 16 units
Shelter AF:;M:E 2 condos @ units - New Horizons Park 2 units undat
Dawn to Dawn 2& unitz uril construction
Amethyst Housing for Avalanche 2019-20
Stepping Stones . John House Seniors/Disabilities Hotel
Tmnf'hm Howard 7 units 125 units - Casa Loma 35 units
Transition Society Sodety Society 18 units -Lions Club
LILLI House e Salvati 64 units - Kiwanis Maple Pool
Ameihys”r House 14 units A‘:ﬂhm 206 units - Seniors Village 52 units
. ted Pid:;:k 28 units - Quadra Garden
St George's Unite Shottor 28 Linits -Ukiion Square Se;n?;cry
Head Injury Society e 125 units - Centennial Place i
LIr
& units - L'Arche
John Howard Society Stepping .
Ston Braidwood
) ) B 34 units
Habitat for Humanity Recovery
H
uulsn Transition Society
AIDS Vancouver Island 8 units 4 units
Salvation Army Services John H rd
Comox Bay Care Society ::“im
units
Wachiay Friendship Centre o Valley
mox Va
Comox Valley Recovery Centre Recovery
Centre
Mental Health & Substance Use 1 units



AFFORDABLE HOUSING &
SUPPORTS BUILT/SECURED IN THE
COMOX VALLEY 2016 - 2018

, : Financial
Year Units Housing Type Lead Agenc Notes
9 1yp gency Supporters
Comox Valley
2016 2 units Transitional Housing | Amethyst House Transition Society 2 units for women in
BC Housing recovery
CVRD
Comox Valley
Comox Valle Transition Society Four 2-bedroom
2016 4 units Subsidized Housing o Y. BC Housing units. Rent geared
Transition Society .
CVRD to income
Town of Comox
Dawn to Dawn 2 condos secured
2017 2 units Subsidized Housing | Dawn to Dawn CVRD for low barrier
Town of Comox nonprofit housing.
Mental Health & MHSU ,1A3 ;rrt]rlilseﬁ:sﬁ)(;?n i
2017 13 units Supportive Housing BC Housing P T
Substance Use VIHA those participating in
the MSHU program.
Salvation Arm 6 transitional units
2017 6 units Transitional Housing | Salvation Army ' y built at the Pidcock
BC Housing
House
Méakol a Ho| 34units of
. - : Wachiay BC Housing affordable mixed
2018 34 units Subsidized Housing Friendship Centre CVRD housing (rent geared
City of Courtenay to income)
John Howard John Howard Society | 46 units of housing
2018 46 units Supportive Housing . BC Housing with 24/7 onsite
Society )
City of Courtenay support staff
John Howard Society
2018 11 units Transitional Housing Johr_1 Howard City of C(_)urtenay 11 units for youth
Society BC Housing with supports
CVRD
CV Transition 5 units for women in
2018 5 units Transitional Housing | Amethyst House Society
recovery
CVRD
Habitat for Humanity
2018 4 units Affordable Home Habitat for CVRD 4 homes for families
Ownership Humanity Town of Comox (2 occupied in 2018)
City of Courtenay




AFFORDABLE HOUSING BENEFITS
EVERYONE COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT

In 2018, the Coalition partnered with the Whistler Centre for Sustainability and BC
Housing to provide an opportunity for residents to learn how diverse housing types can
benefit our community, to dialogue, and to provide opportunities for residents to express
their concerns, suggest ideas, and ask questions about their housing needs.

'Ideas Walls’ were posted at the Courtenay Library, and Town of Comox Recreation
Centre. Community members were encouraged to contribute their ideas about the types
of housing they've lived in, what housing they currently live in, and housing needed in the
future, and the response rate was high.

The Coalition also hosted 3 drop-in conversation events in Cumberland, Courtenay and
Comox with interactive and guided stations for people to learn about different housing
types, and to express their thoughts, concerns, suggestions, and to ask questions about
affordable housing and homelessness in our community.

The results can be downloaded at/www.cvhousing.ca/affordable-housing-benefits-
everyone-project/




HOMELESSNESS IN THE COMOX
VALLEY

On March 7th, 2018 the Coalition, in partnership with BC Housing and the
Homelessness Services Association of BC conducted our second Point in Time (PiT)
Count as part of a coordinated effort to measure homelessness across Canada.

A PiT Count is a strategy to help determine the extent and nature of homelessness in
a community at a single point in time and represents a ‘snapshot’ of the minimum
number of those who are homeless in the Valley. This method is not intended to
provide a count of the entire homeless population in a community, and often
underrepresents the actual number of homeless in the community as the population
is ever changing due to varying factors.

HOMELESSNESS R

IN THE COMOX VALLEY
2018 Point in Time Count Preliminary Results
L BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN

2016 | 2018

COMOX VALLEY
Coalition To End
HOMELESSNESS




HOMELESSNESS IN THE COMOX
VALLEY

The PiT methodology has some limitations in that absolute homelessness is
targeted meaning those experiencing hidden homelessness are often not
captured.

Absolute Homelessness: Individuals who are living in public spaces,
emergency shelters or public facilities who do not have a stable residence
\ 4 to return to.

Hidden or Provisional Homelessness: includes those who are living in

‘ - temporary accommodations, ‘couch-surfing’, time-limited housing or
' = whose tenancy is to be terminated

Comparative Analysis of 2016 and 2018 data

Percentage

24 hour period 2016 2018 Change

# of individuals
experiencing
homelessness who 101 117 Increased by 13%
were counted in the 24
hour period

# of individuals who
experience absolute
homelessness
(unsheltered)

60 68 Increased by 12%

# of individuals who
experience hidden
homelessness
(sheltered)

41 49 Increased by 16%

% of respondents who

) 0 o
identified as indigenous 43% 32% Down 11%

% of respondents who

[0) 0, 0
identified as male 49% 52% Increased by 3%

% of respondents who
are between the ages 66% 65% Down by 1%
of 25-54

% of respondents who

0, 0 o
are seniors (aged 55+) | 177 29% Increased by 12%
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